[Thyroid function in patients with Yusho: 28 year follow-up study].
To evaluate chronic effect of polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) on thyroid functions, thyroid hormone levels and thyroidal autoantibodies were studied in 81 patients with Yusho in 1996. Serum level of thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH) was elevated in 7 cases (8.6%). All of them showed normal triiodothyronine (T3), thyroxine (T4) and free T4 levels, and regarded as latent hypothyroidism. There were no significant correlations between blood PCB concentrations and TSH levels, T2 levels, T4 levels or free T4 levels. Thyroglobulin antibodies were detected in 8 cases (19.5%) of 41 Yusho patients with high PBC concentration (higher than 3.0 ppb), and in only one case (2.5%) of 40 patients with low PBC concentration (lower than 2.9 ppb). We conclude that thyroglobulin antibody in patients with Yusho is not frequent and it may be associated with blood PCB concentration.